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An emergency called meeting of the Habersham County Board of Commissioners was held 
on Saturday, March 28, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. in the Executive Conference Room of the 
Habersham County Administration Building in Clarkesville, Georgia. The meeting was held 
via teleconference due to the County’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Present:  Chairman Stacy Hall; Vice-Chair Natalie Crawford (via teleconference); 
Commissioner Jimmy Tench (via teleconference); Commissioner Tim Stamey (via 
teleconference); Commissioner Dustin Mealor (via teleconference); County Attorney Donnie 
Hunt; County Manager Phil Sutton; County Clerk Lindsay Underwood 

Due to technical difficulties, too many people dialing in on the conference line and too many 
callers not muting their calls resulting in excessive background noise, which was prohibitive 
of business being conducted, the meeting was live streamed through Now Habersham’s 
website.  Per County Attorney Donnie Hunt, livestreaming the meeting fulfilled legal 
requirements of holding the meeting. 

Chairman Hall called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m. 

Chairman Hall led the Invocation. 

Chairman Hall led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

Chairman Hall announced he wanted to make an amendment to the agenda to include 
“Additional Comments” before “Adjourn”. 

Motion by Commissioner Crawford, seconded by Commissioner Tench, and voted 
unanimously to adopt the agenda as amended. 

ROLL CALL: 
Commissioner Crawford-yea 
Commissioner Tench-yea 
Commissioner Mealor-yea 
Commissioner Stamey- yea 
Chairman Hall- yea 

MOTION PASSES 5-0 

NEW BUSINESS: 

a. Consider/Approve Declaring a Temporary State of Emergency for Habersham 
County
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Members of the Board of Commissioners reviewed a draft Resolution Declaring a State of 
Emergency that had been provided to them via email the day prior.  They discussed the 
following issues, and reached the following consensus on those issues during their 
discussion: 

 There were no concerns or disagreements on Sections 1 and 2 of the drafted 
document. 

 Section 3: Members of the Board reached consensus that the word “encourage” 
should be changed to “expects”.  They further agreed the subsections of Section 3 
should not limit anyone from being able to go to work to earn a living for their 
families, obtain supplies for their families, or participate in necessary activities so 
long as Sections 4 and 5 are not violated.  Much discussion ensued regarding 
Section 3.  

 Section 4: There was consensus to clarify that the resolution applies to the 
unincorporated areas of the County, since those are the only areas where the Board 
of Commissioners has jurisdiction. 

 Section 5: The majority of Section 5 deals with directives that are already in place 
from the governor. There were no provisions to Part A.  For Part B there was 
consensus to add “closed” to bottled beer or wine.  There was very lengthy 
discussion regarding Part C of Section 5, which centered around regulations on 
businesses that provide body care services. There was consensus that these 
businesses could not operate under social distancing guidelines, but the Board of 
Commissioners did not want to prohibit individuals who earn their living operating 
these types of business from being able to make a living.  The consensus reached 
among the Commission was that, under the current State of Emergency, these 
businesses could operate so long as they 1) do not violate the terms of their state 
licenses; 2) maintain all social distancing requirements for patrons awaiting services; 
3) maintain high levels of sanitation; and 4) the patron and provider have both 
agreed to the provision of the service.  The Board of Commissioners also reached 
consensus that there should be language included in this section that 
accommodates medically prescribed services such as physical therapy, etc. 

 While the County Attorney drafted revisions to the Resolution thus far in the meeting, 
Chairman Hall discussed that as of noon March 27, 2020 the GDPH had reported 
there was one positive COVID-19 case in Habersham County.  As of 7:00 p.m. 
March 27, 2020, that case had been removed.  Chairman Hall had been in contact 
with Habersham Medical Center and Chad Black, who told him tht they had had 21 
tests so far at HMC, 18 of those tests were negative, and they were awaiting the 
results of the other 3.  All information is coming from DPH, and they are being 
protective of information pertaining to positive cases.  The assumption is that the 1 
case reported at 12 noon on Friday was the result of a clerical error.  As of the 
meeting, no clarification had been received from DPH on the reason for the case 
being added, then subsequently removed. 
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 There was lengthy discussion regarding the order of Sections 6, 7, and 8 following 
the addition of Sections 7 and 8.  After discussion, Section 6 ultimately addressed 
that visitors who are from locations that are currently under a shelter in place order 
are encouraged to abide by those orders and not visit Habersham County for 
recreational purposes. Section 7 became the enforcement section, which states that 
sheltering at home is a civic duty. There was consensus that the original 
enforcement section was not legally enforceable, and the Board was not ready to 
send people to jail. Section 8, which was the original Section 6, addressed 
purchases of goods and services related to limitation of the spread of COVID-19. 

Attorney Donnie Hunt read the revised Resolution in full once consensus had been reached 
on revisions.  There was consensus that the Resolution as read was acceptable.  A copy of 
that Resolution is attached hereto as part of the official record of the meeting. 

Motion by Commissioner Crawford, seconded by Commissioner Stamey, and voted 
unanimously to adopt the Resolution Declaring a Temporary State of Emergency for 
Habersham County as amended. 

ROLL CALL VOTE: 
Commissioner Stamey-yea 
Commissioner Tench-yea 
Commissioner Mealor-yea 
Commissioner Crawford yea 
Chairman Hall-yea 

MOTION PASSES 5-0

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS (Added during Adoption of Agenda) 

Commissioner Stamey asked that people please be advised that the Board of 
Commissioners can amend and extend the provisions of the Resolution. 

Commissioner Tench had no additional comments. 

Commissioner Mealor stated we all need to be responsible and be good neighbors, not 
adhering to the guidelines can put you and your family at risk. 

Commissioner Crawford wanted to echo that sheltering in place is a civic duty, and a 
responsibility of individuals to their communities.  The Board of Commissioners has 
thoughtfully considered what is best for their community to help slow the spread and impact 
of this virus on our community.  She thanked all who had listened to the meeting and her 
fellow Commissioners. 
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Chairman Hall apologized for the technical difficulties experienced at the beginning of the 
meeting, stating the system was overloaded and because people had not muted their 
phones, the Board was unable to hear and get work done.  However, they ultimately did get 
the necessary work done while obeying the Open Meetings Law.  He respectfully asked that 
individuals stay home during this public health crisis, and that at least 30 times during the 
course of the meeting today the Board of Commissioners had specifically mentioned the 
phrase “stay at home”.  He applauded County staff and all of those at the front lines of this 
for their dedication and professionalism, and concluded that “This Too Shall Pass, God 
Bless America” and thanked everyone for joining.  

ADJOURN: 12:08 p.m.

Motion by Commissioner Crawford, seconded by Commissioner Stamey, and voted 
unanimously to adjourn. 

Respectfully submitted,  

By: _____________________________________ 
             Chairman Stacy Hall 

Attest: _____________________________________ 
             County Clerk Lindsay Underwood 














